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N88WWB/N88RH
Fnruulrtc srtcK NAILERS

cLAvADoRA'NEUMATIcA ALTMENTADA PoR BARRA
, CTOUEUR PNEUMATIOUE EN BANDES

OPERATI0N and IIIAINTENANCE MANUAI
MANUAL DE OPERACIoN Y DE MANTENIMIENTO

MANUET D'INSTRUCTIONS ET D'ENTRETIEN

BEFORE OPERANilG THIS TOOL ALt OPERATORS SHOULD STUDY THIS MANUAI. TO UNDERSTAND
AND F01t0W THE SAFETY WARNINGS Al'lD INSIRUCIIONS. KEEP THESE INSTBUCfl0NS WITH THE
T00t Fon f,qtruFE REFERENCE. rF YoU HAVE ANy OUEST|0NS, CoNTACT yoUR BoSTITCH
REPRESEI{TANVE OR DISTNIBUTOB.

AITITES DE OPERAR ESTA HERRAMIENTA. TODOS TOS OPEMDORES OEEERAiI ESruDNR ESTE
MANUAT PARA PODEB COMPBENDER Y SEGUIR I.AS ADVERIENCIAS SOBRE SEGURIDAD Y I.AS
INSTRUCCIONES. MANTENGA ESTAS INSTRUCCIONES CON IA HEREAMIENTA PARA RMJRA
REFERENCIA. SI IIENE ATGUNA OUON" COITIUI,IIOUESE CON SU BEPRESENTAiITE DE BOSTITCH O
CON SU DISTRIBUIDOR.

URE ATTENTTVEMENT rE pREserur MANUEL AvANT D'uilusER rAppAREtL. pRErrn ule
ATTENTIoN Tourt pAnncuuinr nux consrcruEs or sfcunrf Er AUx AvEBTtssEMENTs.
cARDER cE MANUEL AvEc [ouTlt pouR Fttfun Rfrfneuce $ vous AvEz oEs ouEsnols,
CONTACIEZ VfiRE REPRESENTANT OU VOTRE CONCESSIONNAIRE BOSTITCH.

BOSTITCH'
159720 REVE 4/03 Stanley Fastening Systems



The Bostitch N88 is a O*.irion
tools will deliver efficient, dependable service when used correcfly and with care. ls witr any
fine power tool, for best performance the manufacturer's instructions must be followed. please
study this manual before operating the tool and understand fie safety warnings and cautions.
The instructions on installation, operation and maintenance should be read calefully. and the
manual kept for reference. NOTE: Additional safety measures may be required because of your
particular application of the tool. Contact your Bostitch representative or distributor wifi any
questions concerning the tool and its use. Bostitch Inc.. East Greenwich. Rhode lsland 02glg.

INTRODUCTION

INDEX

NOTE:
Bostitch tools have been engineered to provide excellent customer satisfaction an0 are
designed to achieve maximum performance when used with precision Bostitch fasreners
engineered to the same exacting standards. Bostitch carnot assume responsibility lor
product performance if our tools are used with fasteners or accessories not meeting the
specific requirements established for genuine Bostitch nails, staples and accessories.

TIMITED WARRANTY

S a f e t y l n s t r u c t i o n s . . .  . . . . . . . 3T o o l  S p e c i f i c _ a t i o n s . . .  . . . . . . . 4Air Supply: Fittings, Hoses, Filters, Air Consumption, Regulators,

Bostitch, Inc', wanants to the origlnal retail purchaserthatthis product is free from defects in material and
y:jl1.^5lt,:*.3^sJ:::EJ,9p;ir or reptade, at eostitCrrt option, antl oerective pioluri'ffiin r yrii- 

-

[t]j19,:,aP.9]^tllltl_1."9._l llt]-urranty is not transferable. lt only.covers damage resuhing from defects
[l*:'i:l:lll'gr1_*lq,lldi does'not covJiconoition. iiriri,n.ti;ffi;ftdilil"nt,rr,*..,.,
neglect, abuse, accident or repairs attempted or made by other than our reqional repiir center oraumorlze0 warranty seruce center. Driver blades, bumpers and o-rings arelonsideied normally wearingDarts.

THIS.WARRANTY IS IN LIEU OFALL OTHER EXPRESS WARRANTIES. ANY WARBANTY OFMEROHANTABILITY 0B FlTNEss FOR A PARTICULAn punFose ifiiH,tiiid ld ilt'DUiATtoN 0F THtsWARRANTY' BosTlTcH SHALL NoT BE LIABLE FoR ANY INCIDENTAL 0R cotts'eouErrtirnlbnuae rs.
This warranty is limited to sales in the United States and Canada. Some states do not allow limitations on
TY.Plfl:i'fl!,199^TrlgTy l,.tt , or the exclusion or limilation of incidental or consequentiat OJr.grr,so tne above hmitations or exclusions.may not applyto you. This warranty gives you spricific legal rigfits,'and you may also have other rights which vary fidni staie to state.

To obtain wananty service,.return the product at your expense together wrth proof of Durchase to ab-o$|Icn heglonal or auuorlzed warranty repair center. You may call us at 1 -800-5b6-66g6 for the locationof authorized warranty service centers ii vour area.
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SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS
EYE PROTlCnOil which conforms to ANSI specifications and provides prutection against llying
particles boft lrom ltre FR0ltlT and SIDE should AIWAYS be wom-by lhe operator and 

'otherc 
in {te

work aroa when loading, operating or seruicing lhis tool. Eye protection is requirod to guard against
flying tastonerE and debris, which could cause severe eye iniury.

The employer anflor user must ensure that pruper eye protection is wom. Eye protection cquipment
must conlorm to dte requirements of lhe American National Standards Institute, ANSI ZSr.l -lgp
(Rl$f,} and provide bodr ftontal and side proteaion. [tlOTE: Non-side shielded spectacles and faco
shields alons do not provide adsquata proteaion.

GAWON: ADDffiOML SAfEIY PROIEGtl0lt will be requirod in some envilonmeils. For orample,
tln wor*ingarea may include exposure to noise level which can lead to hearing damage, The
employer and user must onsurc lhat any nocessary hearing protec{ion is provided and used by fte
operator and odrers io dre work area. Soms envircnmerts will require the use of head prmdmion
equipmem When required, the employer and user must snsure tha head proteclion conlorming !o
AItlSl 289.1-11f,7 is used.

AIR SUPPTY AND CONNECTIONS
Do no( uso oxygen, combustible gases, or botded gases as a powet source lor this tool as tool may
explode, possibly causing iniury.

Do not use supply sources wtich can potentially exceed Ztr P.S.|,G. as tool may buno possibly

fr:t::il:'J.";.. t'e root must not hotd pressure when air suppty is disconnected. lf a wrons titing
is used, fte tool can remain charged widt air afrer disconnecting and lhus will be able to drivo a
lastener even afier the air lino is disconnected
po*sibly causing iniury,

lAlttanxtDtc;] Do not pull tigger or depress contact arm while connected to dre air supply asthe.toolmay cyclo
possibly causing iniury,

lAwAixtxc;l Always disconnea air supply l.) Before making adiusnnenB 2) When seryicing the tool; 3.)rJUhor
: clearing a iam;4.)When tool is not in uso;5.)When moving o a different work arca, as accidental

actualion may occu+ possibly causing iniury.

MADINETOOL"
lAwanlr[o;] UVhen loading tool: 1.] Never place a hand or any pan dbody in lastener discharge area ottool; Zl
: Never poim bol at anyone; 3l Do not pull $e tigger or depress the fip as accidental ac[ntion may

occur, possibly causing iniury.

OPERATION

IAWABilIr|G:I

lAwanxrxcl

lAw ixrxc;l

lawanNrNc;l

lawauxtxc;l

law Rxrlrcl

lawAiNrNc;l

lawanNnrc;l

lAwaBNr!rc;l

lawa-Nmc;l

Ewan-rNGl

MAINTAINING THE TOOL

lAwABratxc! | Whan working on air tools note the wamings in tris manual and use extra care when evaluating
problon tools,

Always handle $s tool wift care: 1.) f{ever engage in horseplay 2} Never pull tfte tigger unloss
noss is directed toward the worlc 3l Keep olhers a sale disbnce lrom fte tobl wtile tool i$ in
opention as accidentral actudtion may occur, possibly causing iniury.

The operator must not hold tre tiggor pulled on contact arm totils excopt during lastening opention
as serious iniury could result if the tip accidemally cootac{ed somsone or somolhing, causing lhe
tool to cycle,

l(eep hands and body away from lhe discharge alEa otthe tool. A cor&ac{ am tool may bounce lrom
dre rccoil ol driving a lastend and an unwEned second faslener may be driven possibly causing
iniury.

Check operation ol the conlact am mechanism frequendy. Oo not use lhe tool if the arm is not
working conec{ly as accidental driving ol a fastener may result Do not intederc wi0l $e proper
operation ol dre contact am mechanisn.

Do not drive lastonerc on top of other fasteners or wift llre tool at an overly ste6p angle as d|is may
cause dellec{ion of lasteneF which could cause iniury.

Do not drive lastenen close to lfte edge ol lhe wo* pioce as the wood nay split allowirg the
lasener to be dellected possibly causing iniury.

0o not use the contact trip (black tigger) when installing metsl connectors.

Do not use tho tool to install metal connectors without the Metal Connector Attachment installed.



All screws and nuts alo metric.

MOOET T00r
ACTUANON TEIIGTH HEIGHT wt0Tll WEIGHI

N88WWB Sequential tip with
@ntacl trio otion

l9-7/8" {505mm} l3-'13/16- (351mm) 4-718" (l24mm) lJ.o(g

N88WWB.2 Sequential TriD l9-7/8" {505mml 4-718" {124mm} 7.91h 136kd
N88RH S€qustial fip with l9-7/8" (505mm) l4-l/4" {362mm) 4-718" {l24mm} 7.91b. {3.6ks.}

N88RH-2 Sequsntial Trip l9-7/8" {505mm) l4-ll4- {362mm) 4-718- {t24mm) i.9lb. (3.6ks.)

N88 T00t SPEC|F|CAT!0NS

FASTENER SPECIFIGATTONS:
N8oWWB
lhisbdusesa2Sewirecotlabdsticknailinlengthsof2.,olt//,(S_Srnml andshankdiametersof .l13.b.l3.l.{2g_3j}rnm}

I{ARH
Usesa2l" plastic cdlabdfrr[ round treadsljcknats, in lengts of Zo]lz, (fl]Snm)and sharkdiamebrsof .llyb.16Z(Zg-4.lnm].

TOOT AIR FITTING:
This.tool lses a 1/4" N.PT' male plug. The inside diameter should be .275- (7mm) or larger. The fiting must be capable of
discharging tool air pressure when disconnected from the air supply.

OPEMTING PRESSURE:
70 to-120 ps.i.g. (a'9 to 8.4 kg/cm'�). Select the operating pressure within this range for best fastener performance. D0 ll0T
EXCEEI} TIIIS RECOMME'{OEO OPERIITII{G PRESSURE

AIR CONSUMPTION:
The-NSSrequiresT.5cubicfeeiperminute{2l2litersperminute}oifreeairtooperateat$erateof lmnails perminute,
at il p.s.i. {5.6 kg/cm.). Take tre actual rate at which the tool will be run to determine the amount of air refuired. For
anst8nce, if yo0r fasten€r usage averages 50 nails per minute, you need 50% of $e 7.5 c.f.m. {212 liters p.i rninut.l *hirh
is required to op€{ats $e tool at 100 nails per minute.

OPERATION
Bostitch offers two types of operation forthis series tool

AIR SUPPTY AND CONNECTIOITIS

lAwAniIl|c;l Do not use orygen, combu$ible gases, or botded gases as a power source lot d|is tool as tool |my
sxplooe, possrDly caugng Inluty.

FITTINGS:
Install a male plug on the tool which is free flowing and which will release air pressure from the tool when disconnected
from the supply source.

HOSES:
Air hoses should have a minimum of 150 p.s.i. (10.6 kg,/cm2) working pressure rating or 150 percent ofthe maximum
pressure that could be produced in the air system. The supply hose should contain a fitting $at will provide "quick

disconnecting" from the male plug on the tool.

SUPPLY SOURGE:
Use only clean regulated compressed air as a power source for this tool. NEVER USE 0XYGEN, COMBUSflBII G,AS[S,
OR BOTIr.ED GASES, AS A POWER SOURCE FOR THIS TOOI AS TOOT MAY EXPTODE

REGUIATOR:
A pressure regulator whh an operating pressure of 0 - 125 p.s.i. (0 - 8.79 KG/CM2) is required to control $e operatiing
pressure lor safe operatjon of tiris tool. Do not connect tttis tool to air pressure which can potentially exceed 2ffi p.s.i. (14
KG/CM2)as tool may fracture or burst, possibly causing injury.

OPEMTING PRESSURE:
Do not exceed recommended maximum operating pressure as tool wear will be greatly increased. The air supply must be
capable of maintaining the operating pressure at the tool. Pressure drops in the air supply can reduce f|e toofs driving
power. Refer to -T001 SPECIFICATI0NS" for setting $e correct operating pressure for the tool.

FI[TER:
Dirt and water in the air supply are major causes of wear in pneumatjc tools. A fiher will help to get fte best performance
and minimum wear from the tool. The filter must have adequate flow capacity for the specific installation. The fiher has b
be kept cleanto be effective in providing clean compressed airto$e tool. Consuhthe manufacturer's instsuctionson
proper maintenance of your fiher. A dirty and clogged fiher will cause a pressure drop which will reduce the tool!
Derformance.

TUBRICANON

Frequent, but not excessive, lubrication is required for best performance. Oil added through the
air line connection will lubricate the internal parts. Use BOSTITCH Air Tool Lubricant Mobil
Velocite #10, or equivalenl D0 not use detergent oil or additives as these lubricants will cause
accelerated wear to the seals and bumpers in the tool, resulting in poor tool performance and
frequent tool maintenance.

lf no airline lubricator is used, add oil during use into the air fitting on the tool once or twice a
day. 0nly a few drops of oil at a time is necessary. To0 much oil will only collect inside the tool
and will be noticeable in the exhaust cycle.

GO1II WEATHER OPERATION:
For cold weather operailon, near and below freezing, the moisture in the air line may freeze
and prevent tool operation. We recommend the use of B0STITCH WINTER F0RMULA air tool
lubricant or permanent antifreeze (ethylene glycol) as a cold weather lubricant.

CAUTI0N: Do not store tools in a cold weather environment to prevent frost or ice lormation
on fie tools operating valves and mechanisms that could cause tool failure.

N0TE: Some commercial air line drying liquids are harrnful to "O'lrings and seals - do not
use drese low temperature air dryers wiftout checking compatibilaty.

CONTACTTRIP
The common operating procedure on "c_ontact 

Trip" tools is for the operator to contact th€ wo* to actuate the trip
mechanism while keeping the trigger pulled, thus driving a fastener each tjme the work is contacted. This will alow rapid
fastener placement on many jobs, such as sheathing, decking and pallet assembly. All pneumatic tools are subiect to
recoil when driving fasteners. The tool may bounce, releasing ttre trip, and if unintentionally allowed to recontactthe work
surface wi$ the trigger still actuated (finger still holding rigger pulled) an unwanted second fastener will be driven.

SEoUENMLIBIP
The Sequential Trip requiresthe operatorto hold ttle tool againstthe work before pulling tre trigger.,This mares accurate
fastener placement easiei for instance on framing, toe nailing and crating apptications.lhe se-q-uential Trip allows exact
fastener location without the possibility of driving a second fastener on recoil, as described under "Contact Trip-. Ths
Sequential Trip Tool has a positive safety advantag€ because itwill not accidentally drive a fastener ifthe to6l is
contacted against the work - or anything else - while t|e operator is holding the trigger pulled.

MODET IDENTIFICATION:
Referto 0peration Instructions on page 4 before proceeding to use this tool.

CONTACTINIP SEOUENTUITTRIP
ldsntified by: ldenrified bv:
BI.ACKINIGGER GREYTNIGGER

l \ ^  ^  |  F -  |
| \:_j I | \. . I

t f t r  r @ tl - l " l  l &t i " l



TOADING THE N88 FASTENER DEPTH CONTROT ADJUSTMENT

When using the lraming contact am:
The Fastener Depth Control Adjustment feature provides control of the nail drive depth from
flush with or iust above the work surface to shallow or deep countersink.

M����������������;iNrxc;l T0 ADJIISTTHE FASTENEB DEPIH CONTB0L:
DISCONNECT TOOL FBOIII AIR SUPPTY BErcBI ATIETUPnNG
AI{Y PARTS DISASSEMBTY AI{D BETORI CMT{GII{G IHE WOBI(
COilTACNNG BIMEITI AIUUSIIIEI{T.

l. Push in on locking button.
2. Adiust contact arm up to increase

depth of drive or down to decrease it.
3. Release locking button

lAw RNrNGl EYE PB0rEcrl0N which conforms to ANSI specifications and provides
,^. protection against flying particles boilr from ihe FRONT and slDE should

A=J AtwAYs be worn by theoperator and others in the wo* area when loading,
\ht, operating or servicing this tool. Eye protection is required to guard against

\_/ 
ttying lasteners and debris, which could cause seveie eye infury.

F\waENllrcl T$e employer and/or trser must ensure that proper eye protection is worn. Eye- protcction equipment must confonn to the requirements of the American
National srandards Institute, ANSI Zg7.l-1s9(Rlsg)and provide both fronral
and sidc protection. N0TE: Non-side shielded spectacles'and face shields
alone do not provide adequate protection.

TO PBEVENT ACCIDENTAT INJURIES:
' Ngyer place a hand or any other paft ofthe body in nail discharge area ottool

while the air supply is connected.
. Never point the tool at anyone else.
. Never engage in horceplay.
. Never pull the trigger unless nose is directed at the work
. Always handle fte tool with care.
o Do not pull fte trigger or depress ilre trip mechanism whire roading fie toor.

N88RH/WWB

PUSH IN

LOCKING EUTTON

CONTACT ARM

DIRECTIONAT EXHAUST DEFIESTOB

1. Open the magazine:
Pul l  pusher back to
engage the latch.

load Nails:
Hold nailer down with
magazine ti l ted downward.
Insert stick of nails

The adlustable exhaust deflector can b-b
rotated into any desired position by hand
without the use of any tools.

REMOVING NAILS3. Close Magazine:
Belease pusher by first pull ing back on
the pusher and then pressing the pusher
release tab. Slide pusher against nails.

N88RH/WWB

l.  Pul l  pusher back unt i l  i t  engages latch.

2.  Sl ide nai ls  back to opening and push out .

Exhaust Deflector

N0TE: Use only nails.recommended for use in Bostitch N88 nailers or nails which meet the
Bostitch soecifications.
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MAINTAINING THE PNEUMATIC TOOI TROUBTE SHOOTING
Ewaixrlc;l when wo*ing on air tools, note the warnings in this manual and use exta

care evaluating problem tools.

Grtfrl0N: Pusherspdng (constant force spdng). caution must be used when working witr
the spring assembly. The spring is wrapped around, but not attached to. a roller. r 0rjspring
is exended beyond its length, dre end wirt come off the roller and $e spdng wili roll ui wfrr
a sqap, witlr a chance of pinching your hand. Also rhe edges of the spriig a; very rhin and
could cut Gare must also be taken to insure no permane,it kinks are'purinthe sfilng as tris
will reduce the springs force.

REPTAGEMENT PARTS:
B0STITCH replacement parts are recommended. Do not use modified parts or parts which
will not give equivalent performance to the original equipment.

ASSEMBTY PROGEDURE FOR SEATS:
when repairing a tool, make sure the internal parts are clean and lubricated. r.. lse
MagnaLube or equivalent on all "0"-rings. 

coat each "O"-ring 
with lubricant before

assembling' Use a small amount of oil on all moving surfaces and pivots. After reassembly
add a few drops of BOSTITCH Air Tool Lubricant through the air l ine fitt ing before testing.

AIB SUPPTY-PRESSURE AND VOTUME:
Air volume is as important as air pressure. The air volume supplied to the tool may be
inadequate because of undersize fitt ings and hoses, orfrom the effects of dirt ano water
in the system. Restricted air f low wil l prevent the tool from receiving an adequate volume
of air, even though the pressure reading is high. The results wil l be slow opeiation,
misfeeds or reduced driving power. Before evaluating tool problems for these symptoms,
trace the air supply from the tool to the supply source for restrictive connectors, swivel
fitt ings, low points containing water and anything else that would prevent full volume 1ow
of air to the tool.

PROBTEM

Trigger vslve housing loaks air
Trigger vElYo rt8m losks ail
Frans/nose leaks air

Fnme./cap leaks ait

Failurs to cyclo

lack ol powsr; slow to cycls

Skipping laslonoB; itrtemittsnt tsod

FasloneF iom in tool

CAUSE

0-rinq cut or cracked
0-ring/seals cut or cracked
L00se nose screws
o-ring or Gasket is cut or cracked
Bumper cracked/worn
Damaged gasket or seal
Cracked/worn head valve bumper
Loose cap screws
Air supply restrictjon
Tool dry lack oI lubrication
Worn head valve 0-rings
Broken cylinder cap spring
Head valve stuck in cap
Tool dry lacks lubrication
Broken cylinder cap spring
o-ringvsesls cut or cracked
Exhaust blocked
Trigger assembly worn/leaks
Dirvtar build up on driver
Cylinder sleeve not seated correctly
on bottom bumper
Head valve dry
Air pressure too low
Worn bumper
Tar/dirt in drivor channel
Air restrictior/inadequate air flow through
quick disconnect sock€t and plug
Worn piston 0.ring
Tool dry, lacks lubrication
0amaged pusher spring
LOW atr plessure
Loose magazine nose screws
Fsst8nsrs too short tor tool
Eent tasteners
Wrong size fasteners
Leaking hesd cap gasket
Trigger valve 0-ring cuvworn
Erokery'chipped driver
Dry/dirty magazine

Worn nagazine
Driver channel worn
Wrong size fasteners
Bent fasteners
Loose magazine/nose screws
Broken/chipped driver

Broken / chipped guide
Broken / missing
158457 torsion spring

Broken Pendulum

Broken 158455 pin

CORRECTION

Replace 0-ring
Beplace tigger valve assembly
lrghten and r€check
Replace o-ring or gasket
Replace bumper
Replace gasket or seal
Replac€ bumper
lighten and recheck
Check air supply equipment
Use B0STITCH Air Tool Lubricant
Beplace 0-rings
Beplace cylinder cap spring
Disassemble/ChecVLubricate
Use B0STITCH Air Tool Lubricant
Feplace cap spring
Replace 0-rings/seals
Check bumper, head valve spring, mufflsr
neplace trigger Essembly
Disassemble nose/driver to clean

Disassemble to correct
Disassemble/lubricate
Check sir supply equipment
Replace bumper
Disassemble and clean nose and driver

Replace quick disconnect f itt jngs
Replace o-ring, check driver
Use B0STITCH Air Tool Lubricant
Replace spring
Check air supply system to tool'lighten 

all screws t
Use only recommended (asteners
oiscontinuB using these tssteners
Use only recommendsd fasteners'lighten 

screws/replace gask€t
Beplace 0-ring
Replace driver (check piston o{ing}
Clean/lubricate us€ B0STITCH
Air Tool Lubricant
Replsce magazine
Replace nose/check door
Use only rBcommended tast€ners
Discontinue using these fast8ners
Tighten all screws
Replace driver

Replace guide

Replace torsion spring
{grease before installation}
Replace pendulum and
torsion spring
Replace pin and torsion spring

Fas&nq mises
molal comsctor hole

l 1r0
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